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" Treasury Chambers, 4th of July, 1863. 

" Sib, — With reference to your letters of 29th and 30th ult., on 
the subject of the future position of the Irish Industrial Museum and 
the Royal Irish Academy in regard to the Royal Dublin Society, I am 
commanded by the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty's Treasury to 
request that you will state to His Excellency the Lord Lieutenant, that 
they confined themselves in their communications to His Excellency, 
and to the Lords of the Committee on Education, to that part of the 
Report of the Commissioners of Inquiry into the Scientific Institutions 
in Dublin which has reference to the Royal Dublin Society and the Mu- 
seum of Irish Industry. 

" My Lords took the same view of the last clause in the Report un- 
der the head of ' other grants, &c.' (page 33), which His Excellency 
expresses, namely, that it contains matter rather adverted to than de- 
liberately advised, and accordingly my Lords did not deal with that 
clause as containing the recommendations of the Commission. 

" Their Lordships desire me to add that they fully concur with His 
Excellency in the expediency of continuing to the Royal Irish Academy 
that independent position and action as a scientific Society, which it has 
enjoyed for eighty years under Royal Charter, with advantage to the 
public, and credit to itself; and my Lords have no intention of taking 
any measures which would interfere with that position. 

" Their Lordships request that His Excellency will cause a commu- 
nication to this effect to be made to the President of the Academy. 

" I am, &c, &c. &c, 
(Signed) " Geo. A. Hamilton. 

" To Sir Thomas Larcom, K. C. B." 

Mr. Samuel Ferguson, Q. C, communicated the following — 

Account of Inscbibed Stones in the Sepulchral Monument, called 
Mane Nelud, at Locmariaker, in the Department of Mobbihan, 
Brittany. 

On the peninsula of Locmariaker are several sepulchral tumuli contain- 
ing stone chambers, and a large number of stone chambers from which 
the tumuli have been removed, all of great dimensions, and, with their 
associated pillar stones, well known as ranking among the most remark- 
able megalithic monuments in existence. The most northern of these 
is the tumulus called, in Breton, Mane Nelud, or, as usually (though 
it would appear erroneously) rendered in French, montagne-cendre. 
Ludu, in Breton, signifies cinder ; but nelud is not the form which ludu 
would assume in composition. The mound is composed of earth and 
field stones, and is in form a long oval, whose major axis lies nearly 
east and west. It has been stripped, at its western end, down to the 
covering stones of a chamber approached by a passage opening towards 
the south. This chamber has lain open for a long period of time. A flight 
of steps has been formed to facilitate the descent into the interior, 
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where a poor's box invites the contributions of visitors. Light is ad- 
mitted through the open end of the passage, and by an aperture under 
the covering stone of the chamber, at the west side, sufficient to give a 
tolerably distinct view of the interior. The interference of the lights, 
however, renders it very difficult to detect the shallow depressions in the 
undressed granite surfaces ; which may account for the fact that, in a 
monument so much frequented, the existence of inscriptions should not 
have been previously observed. 

On visiting the Mane Nelyd., on the 29th of August, 1863, the writer 
observed inscribed characters on some of the stones which form the 
parietal inclosure of the chamber and passage. Further examination, 
on several subsequent days, with the advantage of the light of the early 
morning and late afternoon, resulted in the discovery of five inscribed 
stones, of which the most remarkable is (1) the terminal supporting 
stone of the passage, on the right hand, at the entrance to the chamber. 
On the opposite side of the passage, the fourth stone from the end (2) 
and terminal stone at that side of the entrance to the chamber (3), are 
also inscribed, but not so largely ; and the writer did not copy the line3 
on the latter, regarding them as ornamentation merely. Within the 
chamber, the stones adjoining the headstone, on the west (4) and east 
(5), respectively, bear groups of characters. The subjoined ground plan 
of the monument exhibits the position of the stones in question in the 
order above enumerated. 

Fig. l. 



sbc3C^> 





cr>c3Di 



The writer exhibited drawings, traced from the stones, and verified 
by rubbings ; but, owing to the roughness of the natural surface of the 
granite in which the line3 are incised, an uncertainty exists as regards 
some portions of the characters which are indicated in the drawings by 
a lighter shading. Nothing, however, has been transcribed, except 
such depressions of the surface as appeared to the eye and touch to be 
incised or picked out by an instrument. 

See reduced cuts of drawings on following pages. They are reduced 
on a scale of about one inch to the foot. 
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Stone No. 1. 
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Stone No. 2. 



Stone No. 4. 



The lines inscribed on stone No. 3 appeared to be repetitions, and 
lateral combinations of the U-like character appearing in each of the 
above groups. 
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Stone No. 5. 



Besides these, there are on the headstone and floor of the'chamber cer- 
tain sculptures which have been previously known to exist. That on the 
headstone is a rude incised representation of some object which appeared 
to the writer to bear more resemblance to a plumed hatchet-head 
than to any other definite object. The plumed hatchet has been ob- 
served by the writer elsewhere on a monument of similar character ; 
but for which circumstance he would be at a loss to assign any definite 
intention to this combination of rude, but boldly incised lines. 



On the large flagstone, which forms the floor of the chamber, there 
appears, in strong relief, an elongated flat object, 7£ feet long by about 
8 inches broad, extending across the breadth of the chamber, of a 
somewhat serpentine outline, having at either end mamelon-like pro- 
tuberances. It appeared to the writer to bear some resemblance to 
an unstrung bow, or possibly to a yoke for draught. Its outline, how- 
ever, is much abraded, and the imperfectness of its resemblance to 
whatever object it may have been intended to represent is perhaps due to 
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the artist's having taken advantage of a natural prominence of the stone 
as a step towards his design. 




The natural fracture of the headstone has also, to some extent, been 
worked into the plume-like design ; and in this respect these particular 
sculptures, which are certainly parcel of the original work, differ from 
the incised characters on the stones, 1, 2, 3, 4, and 5. In these latter 
the rough portions of the surface have been avoided, and all the characters 
appear to have been designed irrespectively of any accidental configu- 
ration. 

The absence of that barbaric species of ornamentation found on the 
stones of the often described neighbouring monument of Gavrinis, and 
the adoption of representations of definite objects, would lead to the 
inference that the Mane Nelud is of later date ; while the comparative 
rudeness of the work would place it prior, in point of antiquity, to some 
of the adjoining monuments of the Locmariaker group. The best 
sculptured and most elegant of these is that popularly called the 
Merchants' Table, on the under surface of which, forming the ceiling 
of the chamber, is the well-known sculptured representation of a stone 
hatchet. It has not, however, been hitherto known that in connexion 
with the hatchet there appears a plume-like ornament, and that on the 
same stone there exists the sculptured representation of what appeared 
to the writer to be a plough. 

This would leave the Mane Nelvd, at all events, anterior to a time 
when, although the art of agriculture may have been introduced, the 
stone hatchet continued to be the principal weapon of a person of dis- 
tinction ; so that, if the characters inscribed on the stones of the Mane 
Nelud be coeval with the monument, they will necessarily carry us back 
to a very remote epoch in the history of man. 

The writer examined the inscribed stones carefully to see whether 
the characters were anywhere overlapped by other parts of the work, 
or whether there existed any other indications of the sculptures having 
been executed before the stones were built in, such as may be observed in 
the analogous structures of New Grange, in this country, and of Gavrinis; 
but found nothing conclusive on this point. The occurrence, how- 
ever, on one of the inscribed groups (No. 5) of the triangular object, 
conventionally called a celt, which figures prominently in the cotempo- 
raneous decorations of Gavrinis, strongly aids the presumption that the 
inscriptions are coeval with the rest of the work. 

The writer does not enter on any consideration of the meaning or 
phonetic significance of the characters, desiring to submit the facts 
and objects, as they appeared, to the judgment of the Academy, and of 
those scholars to whose notice they will be brought by publication in 
the "Proceedings." 
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It appears to the writer that a sepulchral chamber probably exists 
under the eastern end of the tumulus, which remains undisturbed. Ex- 
cavations are now being made at the great mount at Carnac, in the 
same neighbourhood, with distinguished Buccess, and with a j udicious 
regard to the preservation of the monument, under the direction of M. 
Galles, the Military Sub -Intendant of the department. A rich collec- 
tion of hatchets and ornamental objects, in jade, jasper, and other rare 
kinds of stone, has been disinterred ; but as yet nothing resembling an 
inscription, save some disk-shaped markings on the roof of the chamber 
containing the deposit, has been discovered. The writer expressed an 
earnest desire that the attention of the Commission of Ancient Monu- 
ments of France should be turned to the exploration of the eastern end 
of the Mane Nelud, where whatever exists may be relied on as hitherto 
undisturbed, and where there is so strong a probability of the existence 
of inscribed characters. 

The writer desired it to be understood that the word " character'* in 
this communication is used in its most general sense, and not as necessa- 
rily importing either ideagraphic or alphabetic signs. 

Since preparing this statement, the writer has had a communication 
fromM. Galles, announcing that the excavation at the eastern end of Mane 
Nelud had been commenced. M. Galles, on a careful scrutiny of the 
chamber and passage by lamp light, has verified the writer's drawings, 
with the addition of the portions shown in dotted lines; and has also 
discovered another inscribed stone in the passage, being the third on 
the right hand, entering. 

Additional Stone, discovered by M. Galles. 
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He has also favoured the writer with a drawingNpf the stone No. S, 
to which particular attention had been requested, with a view to ascer- 
tain whether any transverse markings could be detected on the wavy 
lines constituting what the writer supposed to be ornamentation, but 
which appears, from M. Galles' drawing, to be substantially of the same 
character with the other inscribed objects. 

Stone No. 3. 



F. J. Foot, Esq., read the following paper : — 
Notes on a Stosm which occurked on Thursday, October 29, 1863, 

AT BaLLINASLOE, ABOUT 150 FEET ABOVE THE SEA. 

Tuesday, 27th, was dry, bright, and calm. Wednesday forenoon, bright, 
rather cold, with a fresh breeze from W. Aneroid barometer read at 
9, a. M., 28'88. Fresh breeze all day; cumulous clouds, and partial 
showers. Towards evening the breeze died away ; western horizon ob- 
scured by cumuli at sunset The moon, which rose about half-past 5, p. it., 
appeared of great size, and very red, tinging the clouds which hung over it. 
Indeed, any one not knowing the bearings, and brought suddenly to the 
spot, might have imagined it to be the setting sun. At 8, p. m., the sky 
was pretty free from clouds, and there was a i'aint halo aboat the moon, 
but at 1 1 it was quite clear ; sky cloudy towards the west ; calm. Baro- 
meter 28*64. 

Thursday, 29. — About 1, a. m., the wind, from "W. or W. by N., 
e. i. a. pboc. — vol. vm. 3 H 



